Laterality and pattern persistence in bistable motion perception.
Bistable motion perception refers to two competing perceptions that can result when frames consisting of three elements are displaced laterally by one element. At short inter-frame intervals, the dominant percept is that the end elements in the display are moving; at long inter-frame intervals, perception is of all the elements moving coherently to the right or left. This research shows that coherent motion is more likely to be perceived when presentations are parafoveal than foveal and when they are to the right visual field than the left visual field. These results support the idea that visual pattern persistence is shorter in the parafovea than in the fovea, and shorter in the right than in the left visual field.